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Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism

Amy Norton

Directions: Complete the following items after you finish your first read.


1.
According to a number of studies, what two things can create a vicious circle?

	     



2.
In the study by the University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands, what tended to cause children who were relatively unhappy in the first survey to become more materialistic?

	     



3.
What does the article maintain parents should teach their children in order to guard against unhealthy materialism?

	     



4.
How many hours of TV and computer time each day does the American Academy of Pediatrics suggest for children?

	     



5.
To confirm your understanding, write a summary of “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism.”
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RESEARCH

Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the news article. Briefly research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect of the article?

	     


Research to Explore Choose something from the article that interests you and formulate a research question.
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Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism

Amy Norton

Directions: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your responses.


1.
Analyze The article states that the results of the University of Amsterdam’s study suggest that ads might teach children that possessions are a way to increase happiness. What features of advertisements might be the reason for this affect on children?
	     



2.  (a) Assess  Do the University of Amsterdam study’s findings seem conclusive? Explain your answer. (b) Make a Judgment Do you believe advertising causes materialism in children? Explain your answer.
	     



3.
Make Inferences According to study leader Suzanna J. Opree, a child’s family and friends play an important role in their degree of materialism. She says that the values held by family members and peers are more likely to be adopted by a child. Why do you think this is the case?
	     



4.
Evaluate Do you agree with the suggestion that children’s exposure to TV and computers should be limited? Explain your answer.
	     



5.
Essential Question: What do our possessions reveal about us? What have you learned about all that glitters from this news article?
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